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XIX  Century 

Earlier, people used to clean their clothes by 
pounding them on hard rocks or scrubbing them 
with abrasive sands and wash away the dirt in 
rivers or lakes. In Rome, people used to clean 
their clothes using the fat found in the ashes of 
sacrificial animals as soap. 



First washing machine 
The first washing machine was called as 
the scrub board and was invented in the 
year 1797(image 1 ). In 1851, American 
James King discovered and patented the 
first washing machine to use a 
drum(image 2). However it was still hand 
powered and did not work by itself. 
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First eletric machine  

The first electric clothes washers, in 
which a motor rotated the tub, were 
introduced into America about 1900. The 
motor was not protected beneath the 
machine and water often dripped into it 
causing short-circuits and jolting shocks.  



Improvements 
From the customer satisfaction 
perspective, a machine that would wash 
without shredding the clothes needed to 
be developed. Early washing machines had 
a heavy, dirty, cast-iron mechanism 
mounted on the inside of the tub lid. 
Beatty Brothers of Fergus, Ontario was 
the first company to produce an agitator 
washing machine.  

 



Development of washing 
machine 

The next development of the washing 
machine was the fitting of a clock timing 
device which allowed the machine to be set 
to operate for a pre-determined length of 
wash cycle. Now, the operator no longer 
needed to constantly monitor its action. 



By the early 1950s, many American 
manufacturers were supplying machines 
with a spin-dry feature to replace the 
wringer which removed buttons, and 
caused accidents involving hair and hands. 
In 1957, GE introduced a washing machine 
equipped with 5 push buttons to control 
wash temperature, rinse temperature, 
agitation speed and spin speed. 



 

Today 

Today we have a variety of washing 
machines with different features and 
styles to help us out and make life simpler 
and easier. 


