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History : 

In 1790, the English inventor Thomas Saint invented the 
first sewing machine design. 
 
His sewing machine used the chain stitch method, in 
which the machine uses a single thread to make simple 
stitches in the fabric. 
 
 
Sewing machines were 
invented during the first 
Industrial Revolution. 



History : 

In 1874, William Newton Wilson found Saint's drawings 
of a sewing machine manufacturer in the London Patent 
Office, made adjustments to the looper, and built a 
working machine, currently owned by the London 
Science Museum. 
 
 

William Newton 
Wilson 



Design: 

The first sewing machines used Chainstitch. 
 
Lockstitch is the familiar stitch performed by most 
household sewing machines and most industrial "single 
needle" sewing machines from two threads. 
 



Design: 

Industrial sewing machines are larger, faster, and more 
varied in their size, cost, appearance, and task than 
domestic machines. 
 
 
 
However, with domestic  
machines the motor, and  
to a lesser extent bobbins 
and sewing feet, are  
brand specific. 



Social Impact: 

Out of the inventions created during the industrial 
revolution, the invention of the sewing machine had one 
of the largest impacts on our lives.  
 
 
 
The invention of the 
sewing machine  
caused both positive  
and negative effects  
on the global economies 
and citizens.  



Social Impact: 

- Positives effects: 
 
 The clothes we wear today were produced by a type of sewing 
machine. 
 
The sewing machine made making fabric easier and faster 
than having it hand made.  
 
Ability to seek more employment. 
 
The sewing machine made housework easier and cut down on 
work time. 
 



Social Impact: 

- Negatives effects: 
 
 Production increased and prices fell, but workers suffered loss 
of independence, lower wages and sometimes, harsh working 
conditions. 
 
Over the years large industry began to make self/automated 
machines that did not require an individual to operate, but 
rather just someone to supervise the machines performance. 
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