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The Maori people inhabit a fascinating country and there is little time 

revealed and colonized, New Zealand. 

In the language of this people, Reo Māori, Maori has the sense of 'normal', 

'ordinary', in an attempt to discern the mere mortals 

from gods and spirits, according to the myths of 

these natives. This population is made up of 

friendly and exciting people. They have a 

strong voice, an intense laughter and are 

distinguished by the use of tattoos on the 

face, which are known as 'moko'. The famous 

opera singer Kiri Te Kanawa is the most famous 

descendant of the Maori. 

 

For many cultures, the hand, face and neck are out of body painting. For 

the Maori, the man covers the face as it is nobler or their social position. 

The tattoo gives status within the tribe or clan.  

 

When they went to war, they cut 

the enemy's head and put it in 

sacred urns. In the 19th century, 

the tattooed heads of Maori 

warriors became objects coveted 

by European collectors.  

 

  The trafficking of these heads 

began with the Maoris 

themselves, they began to kill and sell to traders and exchange them for 

firearms  

 

Maori is one of the most fascinating cultures of the earth, and an 

additional to meet these islands of the South Pacific attraction.  

 

  Today the Maori population, originally from Polynesia, comprising 15% of 

the New Zealand population. Nine out of ten live in the North Island and a 
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quarter speak the native language. Many are integrated into the capital, but 

there are still haunts where the original culture is preserved. 

 

 

 

 

The mummified heads, in 

which one could still see the 

traditional tattoos - or moko - are 

relics worthy of reverence by the Maori, who 

can now finally give a decent burial to their ancestors, after being made 

DNA tests to determine the origin of the remains. 

 

 


