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 Portugal was one of the first countries to have colonies. They 

were an important resource to the development of our country, 

like the economy and diplomatic relationships with other 

countries because of world trades. 



 Portugal had colonies in 53 different countries, from 
Africa, to Asia, to America. 

 Some of the colonies were Macau, Brazil, India and all 
over the African, Asian and American shoreline. 



 The Portuguese colonies started in 1415, when Ceuta 
was conquered. 

 After the conquest a period of great conquers followed 
with the Portuguese being able to spread their empire 
all over the world. 

 The Portuguese discovery period finally ended in 1557, 
in Macau. 

 



 Portugal was a very small country in comparison to its 
empire, perhaps that was one of the main reasons why 
it ended 

 In addition to this Portugal had a bad management of 
its resources: it prioritized the countries needs 
overlooked the colonies well-being, which disturbed 
some of the natives. 



 The decline of the Portuguese empire started with the 
loss of Brazil which triggered the downfall of its 
domain over the colonies. 

 Macau was the last territory to be decolonized, in 1999. 



 The colonization allowed the Portuguese language to 
be spread around the world: since it was one of the 
biggest empires of that time the Portuguese language 
was spoken in most of the continents. 



 Portugal 

 Brazil 

 Macau 

 Mozambique 

 Angola 

 Guinea-Bissau 

 Equatorial Guinea 

 East Timor 

 Cabo Verde 

 São Tomé and Príncipe 





 Portuguese subjected their colonies to their culture, 
being the religion and language some of the most 
relevant changes for the natives. 

 These changes were so important that even today most 
of the colonies still have them as their own in their 
country’s culture. 



 From the Portuguese point of view they weren’t very 
satisfied with the decolonisation of their territories 
because their colonies were an important economic 
factor and a valuable possession of power, when in 
comparison to other countries. 

 



 The reactions from the Portuguese immigrants weren’t 
so good too, because they were forced to leave their 
homes when the decolonisation started, since Portugal 
lost its power in their colonies. 



 Since a Commonwealth is an organization of many 
countries which were once a part of a bigger empire 
(e.g. British Empire) there is a small possibility of 
Portugal starting one, although it won’t be in a near 
future. 



 We think that starting a Portuguese Commonwealth 
would be beneficial for Portugal and former colonized 
countries, since they could help each other financially 
and other different aspects. 



The End 


