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Introduction 

 Rich european countries controlled 

foreign colonies for centuries, but during 

the 1800s and early 1900s, those empires 

grew enormously. Portugal, like many 

other countries, had colonies for many 

years. 



Number, location and name of 
colonies  

Portugal had 8 colonies: 

 
 
  

South 
America 

Western 
Africa 

Southern 
Africa 

Southeast 
Africa  

Southern 
Coast of 

China 

Southeast Asia 

Brazil Cape Verde Angola Mozambique  Macao East Timor 

Guinea-
Bissau 

S. Tomé and 
Príncipe  



The origin and ending of 
Portuguese colonies 

 The origin of the Portuguese colonies goes 
back to the time of the Discoveries, between 1415 
and 1543. As the Portuguese discovered all this 
places, they colonized them so they could enrich 
themselves with them. 

Colony  Date of discovery Date of independence 

Brazil  April 22,1500 September 7, 1822 

Cape Verde 1456-1460 July 5, 1975 

Guinea-Bissau 1446  September 10,1974 

S.Tomé and Principe 1470 July 12,1975 

Angola 1482 November 10,1975 

Mozambique 1497 June 25, 1975 

Macao 1557 December 20,1999 

East Timor 1512-1520 November 28,1975 



The role of colonization on the spread 
of the Portuguese language 

 The colonization was very important so that Portugal 

could become known all over the world, as one of the most 

important traders, back in those days. Has we discovered the 

places that we ended up colonizing and implanted our 

language there, we became more and more known all over the 

world and so as the Portuguese Language. 



Attitudes of the Portuguese towards 
native languages and cultures 

 The Portuguese thought themselves 

superior to the people of their colonies, 

therefore, they thought they should dominate 

them, put them to their service and make 

them follow the European culture. 



Countries where Portuguese is spoken 
and it status in those countries  

Official Language Non-official language 

Portugal Goa, Daman and Diu 

(India) 

Mozambique Macao 

Angola Malacca (Malaysia) 

Brazil 

Guiné Bissau 

Cape Verde 

S. Tomé and Príncipe 

East Timor 

• There are about 

250 million 

people in the 

world who 

speak 

Portuguese. 

• In many countries, 

the Portuguese 

language is adapted, 

with an 

incorporation of 

native words and 

grammatical and 

pronunciation 

modifications 

specific to each 

country. 



Reactions of the Portuguese to 
decolonisation and immigrants from former 

colonies 

 In general, the Portuguese 

didn’t react well to the 

decolonisation because this 

colonies were a very important 

“business” to Portugal. We earned 

lots of money from them. On the 

other hand, some agreed with the 

decolonisation because some of 

the colonies were more an expense 

than a true benefit. 
  



Reactions of the Portuguese to 
decolonisation and immigrants from former 

colonies 

 There are many different opinions about the 

immigrants: 

• Some people agree with them coming to Portugal if they 

work and help the country; 

• Other people don’t agree because they think that it is 

wrong for them to come here and steal the work that 

should be for the Portuguese people that live here. 

 However, we think nowadays, the opinions are in 

general positive. 



The possibility of setting up a 
Portuguese Commonwealth 

 The Portuguese Commonwealth already 

exists and it is called Community of 

Portuguese Language Countries. 

 It promotes friendship and cooperation 

among lusophone (Portuguese-speaking) 

nations. 

 



The possibility of setting up a 
Portuguese Commonwealth 

•   Founded in 17 July 1996 with seven countries: 

Portugal, Brazil, Angola, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, 

Mozambique and São Tomé and Príncipe. 

•   East Timor only joined this organization in 2002. 

•   In 2014, Equatorial Guinea joined it too, although 

they speak Spanish.  



The possibility of setting up a 
Portuguese Commonwealth 

 This organization as for main objectives: 

• Political and diplomatic cooperation 

between its member states; 

• Cooperation in education, health, science, 

technology, defence, agriculture, public 

administration, communications, justice, 

public safety, culture, sports and media; 

• Promotion and dissemination of the 

Portuguese language. 

 



Conclusion 

 This work helped us learning a 

little bit more about the story of our 

country, the colonies that we used to 

possess and how important they were.  
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The end  


