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 Portugal started exploring the world in 1400. 

 

 They sailed to, explored, and settled in South America, Africa, 
and Asia. Portugal's empire was the first of the great 
European global empires and it lasted for six centuries. 

 

 

Introduction 



 Its possessions are located in across fifty countries around 
the world.  

 

 Their empire eventually started declining because Portugal 
didn’t have enough people or resources to maintain so many 
overseas territories.  

 



 Location: South America 

 Language: Portuguese 

 

 

 

 The Portuguese imported African slaves but also used the natives 
and forced them to grow sugar, tobacco, cotton, coffee, and other 
cash crops. The Portuguese also extracted brazilwood to dye 
european textiles. 

 

 

Brazil (1500 – 1822) 



 Location: West-Africa (Guinea-Bissau) and South Africa (Angola 
and Mozambique) 

 Language: Portuguese (official) but also Guinea-Bissau, Creole, 
Balanta, Fula, Mandjak, Mandinka, Papel in Guinea-Bissau. 

 

 The Portuguese enslaved many people from these countries and 
sent them to the New World. Gold and diamonds were also 
extracted from these colonies. 

 

 

 

Angola, Mozambique, and Guinea-
Bissau (1500 – 1975) 



 In the twentieth century, Portugal's dictator 
Antonio Salazar refused to decolonize and, 
because of that several independence 
movements in these three African countries 
erupted into the Portuguese Colonial War of 
the 1960s and 1970s.  

 



 In 1975, Salazar was forced out of the governement and these 
colonies became independent. However, they were 
underdeveloped, which led to civil wars that took millions of 
lives for decades. Over a million refugees emigrated to 
Portugal after independence. 



 Location: Small archipelagos in the western coast of Africa 

 Language:Portuguese 

 

 They were uninhabited before the Portuguese arrived and 
were important in the slave trade.  

Cape Verde (1462 – 1975) , Sao 
Tome and Principe ( 1470 – 1975) 



 Location: Western India, Arabian Sea 

 Language: Konkani 

 

 Goa was an important port in spice-rich India. 

Goa, India (1500 – 1961) 



 Location: Eastern half of the island of Timor. 

 Language: Tetum, Portuguese,Malay 

 

  Indonesia invaded East Timor in 1975. However, the invasion 
was never accepted by other countries, so Portuguese Timor 
existed officially until independence in 2002. 

 

 

East Timor (1702–1975(2002) 



 Location: South China Sea 

 Language: Portuguese (official) and cantonese chinese. 

 

 Macau served as an important Southeast Asian trading 
port. The Portuguese empire ended when Portugal handed 
over control of Macau to China in 1999. 

Macau (1557 – 1999) 



 The Portuguese impacted their colonies politically, economically, 
and socially, and sometimes, injustice and tragedy occurred. The 
empire has been criticized for being exploitative, neglectful, and 
racist.  

Conclusion 



 Some colonies still suffer from high poverty and instability, but 
their valuable natural resources, combined with current 
diplomatic relations with and assistance from Portugal, will 
improve the living conditions of these numerous countries 



 . The Portuguese language will always be an important 
connector of these countries and a reminder of how vast 
and significant the Portuguese empire once was. 

 

 


