


  Japan's history is the sequence of events in the 

Japanese archipelago, with the emergence of unique facts 

influenced by its geographical nature as an insular nation, 

as well as events inculcated by the influence of the 

Chinese empire that defined their language, their writing 

and also its political culture.  

  On the other hand, Japan was also influenced by the 

West, becoming an industrial nation. Exerted a significant 

influence and territorial expansion in the Pacific, but after 

World War halted, maintaining an industrial nation system 

with ties to the cultural tradition of the country. 



  Japan is an island country that stretches along the east 

coast of Asia. 

Satellite image of the Japanese 

archipelago 



  Japan is a constitutional monarchy where the power of 

the Emperor is very limited. The Constitution defines it as 

the "State of the symbol and the unity of the people" and 

he does not have powers related to government. 

 

Akihito, the Emperor of Japan 



  Japan's prime minister is the head of government. The 

candidate is chosen by the Diet from one of its members 

and endorsed by the emperor. The Prime Minister is the 

head of the Cabinet, the executive body that appoints and 

dismisses ministers of state which the majority must be a 

member of the Diet. Japan's prime minister is at the 

moment, Shinzō Abe. 

Shinzō Abe, the current prime minister 



  Japan is a very culture country. From there we can find 

very important companies like Sony and Nintendo. 



  The Japanese music can be subdivided into two parts: 
the classical and folk. Within the classic branch have many 
styles that have emerged during the various cultural eras 

of Japanese history. 
 



  The traditional Japanese 
cuisine is dominated by white 
rice (hakumai, ), and few 
meals would be complete 
without it.  

  Any other dish served during a 
meal - fish, meat, vegetables, 
preserves - is considered as an 
accompaniment, known as 
okazu.  

  A different kind of cutlery, 
called chopsticks is used. 
Originally from China, consists 
of two small wooden sticks, 
plastic or metal. 



       Japan can find very popular video games worldwide 
such as Super Mario and Pokemon. Super Mario 
already has over 25 years of production of the same. 
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History 

 The history of Japan englobes the Islands of 

Japan and the japanese people. 

 The first permanent capital was founded in 

710 at Nara, which became a center of Buddhist art, 

religion and culture. 



 The current imperial family emerged in 700 

and by 1550, political power was divided into several 

hundred local units controlled by local lords and each 

with their own force of samurais. 

Japanese Lord 

Japanese 
samurai 



Geography 
 

 Japan consists of several thousands of islands, 

of which Honshu, Hokkaido, Kyushu and Shikoku are 

the four largest. Japan's closest neighbors are Korea, 

Russia and China. 



 More than 50% of the country is mountainous 

and covered by forests. 

 Japan's northernmost islands are located on a 

similar geographical latitude as Milan or Portland, 

while her southernmost islands are on a similar 

latitude as the Bahamas. 



Goverment and Politics 
 The politics of Japan is run by a multi-party 

parliamentary representative democratic 

Constitutional monarchy where the Emperor acts as 

the Head of state, and the Prime Minister acts as the 

Head of government and the Head of Cabinet. 

       

Japan’s imperial palace 



Culture 

       The culture of Japan has evolved greatly over the 

millennia, from the country's prehistoric Jōmon 

period, to its contemporary hybrid culture, which 

combines influences from Asia, Europe, and North 

America. 

        Japanese is the official and primary language of 

Japan. Japanese is relatively small but has a lexically 

distinct pitch-accent system. 



      Early works of Japanese literature were heavily 

influenced by cultural contact with China and Chinese 

literature. 

       The music of Japan includes a wide array of 

performers in distinct styles both traditional and modern. 

Japan is the second largest music market in the world, 

behind the United States, and the largest in Asia. 

 

Kimono girls 



Sports 

 Sports in Japan are a significant part of 

Japanese culture. Both traditional sports such as sumo 

and martial arts, and Western imports like baseball 

and association football, are popular with both 

participants and spectators. Sumo wrestling is 

considered Japan's national sport. 

 



 Japanese cuisine is the food—ingredients, 
preparation and way of eating—of Japan. The 
traditional food of Japan is based on rice with miso 
soup and other dishes. 



Curiosities 

    Japan is the only producer of Anime. Anime are 

Japanese animated productions usually featuring 
hand-drawn or computer animation. The word is the 
abbreviated pronunciation of "animation" in Japanese. 
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1.History  
歴史 

The Japan begins to tell his story from the year 8000 BC, the time known today 
as the Jomon Period, or the period of clay pots. During this period, Japanese 
people lived in small villages, developing agricultural techniques for survival. At 
that time, in China, the writing was developed, along with other arts and 
techniques that were then exported to other groups and tribes around the 
Asian continent. With the importation of agricultural techniques developed by 
Chinese people, Japanese people started to plant rice with some techniques 
that are developed by Chinese people too. The influence of continental Asia in 
the formation of Japan is undeniable and, through Japan history, we can 
observe that the Japanese archipelago always adopted techniques and 
knowledge that come from other countries, including the formation of their 
language. During the Yamato period, which occurred from 300 to 710 BC, the 
unification of Japan and its characterization as a nation took shape, having in 
front an Emperor, considered a divine figure. With the arrival of Buddhism, by 
followers and religionists from China and Korean peninsula, the Japan suffers a 
major impact in several areas.  



Searching how to stabilize the country the imperial Government, in 672 
BC adopts the political power and the philosophy of Buddhism. With 
the support of the Government, the Buddhist monks began to exercise 
enormous power, influencing the growing of some tax to farmers. With 
the move of the capital to Kyoto and with a lot of influence from 
continental Asia, Heia Period begins, with few commercial relations 
with China and Korea.  
The Buddhism practiced in Japan was divided into two main chains of 
complicated philosophical theories that required much study time, 
which led the monks to create temples in mountain, prepared for the 
in-depth study of Buddhism. During World War II, Japan was completely 
devastated by atomic bombs. After World War II , Japan has signed an 
agreement with the USA, which forbid any military army in Japan . Until 
then the Japanese people has invested heavily in education and 
technology, in order to develop several innovations in the field of digital 
and electronic. 

1.History  
歴史 



Japan is a constitucional monarchy where the power of the Emperor is very limited. As a 
ceremonial figure he is defined by the constitution as “the symbol of the state and of the 
unity of the people”. Power is held chiefly by the Prime Minister and other elected 
members. The current Emperor of Japan is Akihito. Japan's legislative organ is the 
National Diet (a bicameral parliament). The Diet consists of a House of Representatives 
with 480 seats, elected by popular vote every four years or when dissolved, and a House 
of Councilors of 242 seats, whose popularly elected members serve six-year terms. The 
Diet is dominated by the social liberal Democratic Party of Japan and the conservative 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). The Prime Minister of Japan is the head of government 
and is appointed by the Emperor after being designated by the Diet from among its 
members. The Prime Minister is the head of the Cabinet, and he appoints and dismisses 
the Ministers of State. Although the Prime Minister is formally appointed by the 
Emperor, the Constitution of Japan explicitly requires the Emperor to appoint whoever is 
designated by the Diet. 

 

2.Government and Politics 
政府と政治 



3.Culture 
文化 

Japanese culture has evolved greatly from its origins. 
Contemporary culture combines influences from Asia, 
Europe and North America. Traditional Japanese arts 
include crafts such as ceramics, textiles, lacquerware, 
swords and dolls; performances of bunraku, kabuki, noh, 
dance, and rakugo; and other practices, the tea 
ceremony, ikebana, martial arts, calligraphy, origami, 
onsen, Geisha and games. 



The Shrines of Ise have been celebrated as the prototype of 

Japanese architecture. Largely of wood, traditional housing 

and many temple buildings see the use of tatami mats and 

sliding doors that break down the distinction between 

rooms and indoor and outdoor space. Japanese sculpture, 

largely of wood, and Japanese painting are among the 

oldest of the Japanese arts, with early figurative paintings 

dating back to at least 300 BC. The history of Japanese 

painting exhibits synthesis and competition between native 

Japanese aesthetics and adaptation of imported ideas. 

 

3.1 Japanese Art 

日本美術 



Japanese music is eclectic and diverse. Many instruments, such 
as the koto, were introduced in the 9th and 10th centuries. 
Japan has been heavily influenced by American and European 
trends, which has led to the evolution of J-pop, or Japanese 
popular music. Karaoke is the most widely practiced cultural 
activity in Japan.  

 

3.2 Music 

音楽 



The earliest works of Japanese literature include the Kojiki 

and Nihon Shoki chronicles and the Man'yōshū poetry 

anthology, all from the 8th century and written in Chinese 

characters. In the early Heian period, the system of 

phonograms known as kana (Hiragana and Katakana) was 

developed. The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter is considered the 

oldest Japanese narrative. An account of Heian court life is 

given in The Pillow Book by Sei Shōnagon, while The Tale of 

Genji by Murasaki Shikibu is often described as the world's 

first novel. 

 

3.3 Literature 
文学 



3.3 Gastronomy 
ガストロノミー 

Japanese cuisine is based on combining staple foods, typically 
Japanese rice or noodles, with a soup and okazu — dishes made 
from fish, vegetable, tofu and they like to add flavor to the staple 
food. Japanese cuisine is known for its emphasis on seasonality 
of food, quality of ingredients and presentation. Japanese 
cuisine offers a vast array of regional specialties that use 
traditional recipes and local ingredients. 

 



• Over 70% of Japan consists of mountains. The country also 
has over 200 volcanoes. 

• Japanese people have an average life-expectancy that is 4 
years longer than Americans. 

• Japan’s unemployment rate is less than 4%. 

• Japan consists of over 6,800 islands. 

• Animated Japanese films and television shows (.i.e.: Anime) 
account for 60% of the world’s animation-based 
entertainment. So successful is animation in Japan, that there 
are almost 130 voice-acting schools in the country. 

 

4. Interesting facts about Japan 
日本についての興味深い事実 


