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 Since 1848, the Swiss Confederation has been a federal state of relatively 

independent cantons, some of which have remained Confederates from more 

than seven centuries, and can be considered one of the oldest republics in the 

world. Regarding the earlier times to 1291, this article deals with events that 

happened in the territory of modern Switzerland. Since 1291, focuses mainly on 

the Old Swiss Confederacy, which normally consisted of three cantons (Uri, 

Schwyz and Unterwalden) in the current central Switzerland, and expanded 

gradually to the formation of the current Switzerland in 1815. 

History 



 The total extension of Switzerland is 41.290 km². The productive area 

(urban centers and agricultural areas - no water, mountains or unproductive 

areas covered by vegetation) is 30,753 km²; 

 Formed by ridges and mountain ranges, rivers and lakes, the country offers 

a wide geographical diversity in small space - 220 km from north to south 

and 348 km from west to east; 

 Reno and Ródano are the main rivers; 

 Switzerland's is bordered with Germany and France (north), Italy (South), 

Austria (east) and France (west); 

 Capital: Bern 

 With a population density of about 193 people per km² productive surface, 

Switzerland is a densely populated country. But the distribution of the 

population across the country is very diverse: in the Alps, which cover a 

large part of the surface of the country, precisely live only 10% of the total 

population. 

 

Geography 







 Switzerland is a democratic parliamentary federal state with direct democracy. With 

the Federal Assembly, Switzerland has a parliament of two chambers: it consists of 

the National Council of People's Representatives (200 members) and the House of 

Representatives of the cantons (46 members). The Federal Assembly elects the 

Federal Council, the collective head of state composed of 7 members. 

 

 A uniqueness of this small country is remarkable that federalism is expressed 

through two elements: the strong autonomy of the 26 cantons and direct participation 

in political decisions. Not only the cantons have a strong influence - but also the 

individual citizen. Is direct democracy that makes this possible: through popular 

initiative and referendum, citizens have the opportunity to influence government 

activities. 



 Language: 

In Switzerland they speak four official languages and many dialects: Deutsch 
(65,6%), French (22,8%), Italian (8,4%), Romansh (0,6%), others (5,6%). 

 

 Coin: Franco-Swiss 

 

 Theater: 

Switzerland has a long and rich theater tradition. Basel, Bern and Zurich offer 
productions whose success goes far beyond its borders. The same goes for 
Geneva. 

  Cinema: 

Switzerland does not have a film industry. The Swiss film production is highly 
dependent on state funds, as is the case in many other small countries of Europe. 
Anyway, the Swiss film has enough supplies to feed a competitive industry at the 
level of big European producers investment. 

 

 



 Architecture: 

Switzerland wasn’t only the country produced several famous 

architects as it is also a magnet for some big foreign names. 

But the country's small size and lack of large projects caused 

many Swiss architects seeking work abroad. One of the most 

famous was Charles Edouard Jeanneret (1887-1965) - better 

known as Le Corbusier. 

 Sports: 

Football is one of the most practiced sports in the country. 

Has a national league of ten teams and many other amateurs 

around the country. Ice hockey is also very famous and many 

other sports will have prominence as volleyball, basketball, 

handball, etc. Individual side stands out particularly athletics, 

gymnastics, skiing and tennis, whose most representative 

figure of the country in this mode is the champion Roger 

Federer. In summer it is mostly practiced skateboarding and 

cycling while in winter they prefer skiing and snowboarding. 

 



 Switzerland isn’t part of the European Union; 

 Take off their shoes before going into house; 

 Switzerland is one of the most expensive countries in the world; 

 If it was good weather they didn’t go work; 

 Switzerland is home to many international organizations, including the 

World Trade Organization, the International Red Cross, the World 

Economic Forum and FIFA; 

 The most well known Swiss company is Nestlé, whose headquarters are 

in the town of Vevey, Canton of Vaud. The most spoken language in Vaud 

is French. By the way, Nestlé means nest; 

 Switzerland is also called the Helvetic Confederation. Swiss postage 

stamps are usually identified because of word Helvetia; 

 Switzerland is a neutral country absolutely don’t participating in wars since 

1815. 

Curiosities 
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