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History 
Aboriginal Australians are believed to have first arrived on the 
Australian mainland by sea between 40,000 and 70,000 years 
ago.  

The first known landing in Australia by Europeans was by the 
Dutch navigator Willem Janszoon in 1606.  

Aboriginal Australians Willem Janszoon 



History 
A First Fleet of British ships arrived at Botany Bay in January 
1788 to establish a penal colony.  

In the century that followed, the British established other 
colonies on the continent. Gold rushes and agricultural 
industries brought prosperity. It became independent in 1901. 

 

 



Geography 
Australia has 7 692 024 square kilometres and 34,218 kilometres 
of coastline. It’s surrounded by the Indian and Pacific oceans and 
has Exclusive Economic Zone of 8,148,250 square kilometres.   

Australia in the world 
Map of Australia 



States 
Australia is divided in 7 states: 
Western Australia, Northern 
Territory, South Australia, 
Queensland, New South Wales, 
Victoria and Tasmania. They 
have their own parliaments and 
administer themselves. It also 
has several territories 

Australian States and its capital cities 



Cities 
The capital city is Canberra, but 
the most important and most 
populated one is Sydney. 

 

Main cities in Australia 

City State Population 

Sydney 
New South 
Wales 

4,667,283 

Melbourne Victoria 4,246,345 

Brisbane Queensland 2,189,878 

Perth 
Western 
Australia 

1,897,548 

Adelaide 
South 
Australia 

1,277,174 

The five most populated cities in Australia 



Climate 

Australia has all kinds of 
climates. In the North, the 
tropical climates predominate. 
The South has mostly 
temperated and dry climates. 
It has a huge desert called 
Great Sandy Desert. 

 

Climates in Australia 



Government and Politics 
Australia is a constitutional monarchy with a federal division of 
powers: 

- The Legislature is composed by the Queen (represented by 
the Governor-General), the Senate, and the House of 
Representatives; 

- The executive is composed by the government 

- The judiciary is composed by the High Court of Australia and 
other federal courts 

Australian parliament 



Commonwealth 
The commonwealth is an intergovernmental organization of 
53 member states. Most of the territories formed the British 
Empire. The main goal is the international cooperation on 
economic and political ambit.  

Australia is part of the commonwealth, so Elizabeth II is 
considered the queen of Australia. 

Commonwealth Flag 
Countries in commonwealth 



Culture 
Language - English is the most spoken language. There are also 
Indigenous languages: Australian Aboriginal languages, 
Tasmanian languages and Torres Strait Island languages. 

 

Music – Australian music was very influenced by coloquial and in 

digenous societies. 

 



 
Australian Artists Who Are Massive 

Overseas 
 There are several Australian bands and singers who made history 

around the world.  

AC/DC are an Australian hard rock band 
 

Men at Work were an Australian rock band 
 



Savage Garden was an 
Australian pop duo 

 

INXS were an Australian rock band 
 



Jet were an Australian rock band formed 
in 2001 

 

Kylie Minogue is an Australian 
singer, songwriter, and actress 

 



Sports in Australia 

Sport is very important in Australia. The main sports are cricket, 
rugby, football and, the most important, the australian football. 

 

An Australian football match 
between Geelong and Hawthorn 

A cricket match 



Swimming legends 
 

There are several swimming legends in Australia such as Dawn 
Fraser, Shane Gould, Kieren Perkins and Ian Thorpe, also kwon as 
the “The Thorpedo”. 

 

 

Kieren Perkins Dawn Fraser 



Famous Australian actors 
 

Several australian actors 
made success around the 
world such as Russell 
Crowe, Geoffrey Rush, Cate 
Blanchett and Nicole 
Kidman.  

Nicole Kidman  

Russel Crowe Cate Blanchett 

Geoffrey Rush 



Australian Food 
Australia culinary was strongly 
influenced by British traditions such 
beef, cattle, sheep and wheat. The 
national dish is a meat pie 
accompanied with a gravy sauce. The 
gastronomy of Australia has also 
numerous exotic dishes based on 
crocodile and kangaroo meat which 
were influenced by Indigenous 
Australians. 

A great variety of fish and seafood is 
also part of the Australian diet. The 
most popular dessert in Australia is 
Pavlova made with fruit and meringue. 

 

meat pie  

Pavlova 



Curiosities about Australia 

• People go to bed at 9 o’clock. 
• Australia is the country that spends more money on gambling. 
• Australia has the highest eletricity price in the world. 
• It has the longest fence in the world with 5614 kilometers, 

called the Dingo Fence. 
• Tasmania has the purest air in the world. 

The Dingo Fence Tasmania 



Sydney Harbour Bridge 

The Sydney Harbour Bridge was opened in 1932 and is 
the widest steel arch bridge in the world. 

Sydney Harbour Bridge 



Sydney Opera House 
Opened since 1973, the Sydney Opera House is a multi-venue 
performing arts centre in Sydney and one of the most popular 
visitor attractions in Australia. 

It’s identified as one of the 20th century's most distinctive 
buildings and one of the most famous performing arts centers in 
the world. 



 
Official animals in Australia 

 
The Kangaroo and the Emu 
are official national 
emblems of Australia. They 
were chosen to feature on 
the Australian Coat of Arms.  



Ulruru 
Uluru is one of Australia’s most important natural icons, a large 
sandstone rock formation, stands 348 m high and has a total 
circumference of 9,4 km.  



David Silva 
10º4 n º9 





 

 The geography of Australia consists in a wide variety of 

biogeographic regions. It is situated in the world's smallest 

continent but it is the sixth-largest country in the world.  

 The population of Australia is concentrated along the eastern 

and southeastern coasts.  

 Neighbouring countries include Indonesia, East Timor, Papua 

and New Guinea to the north; the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu 
and the French dependency of New Caledonia to the east; 

and New Zealand to the southeast. 

 





 

 Australian landscapes are a spectacular collection of 

nature’s finest work.   

 These are places of great cultural, natural and spiritual 
significance and many include World Heritage-listed sites. 

Explore pristine beaches, ancient rainforests, rugged 

mountain ranges and vast national parks. Walk, climb, camp, 

ski, canoe, connect to living Aboriginal culture and 
commune with wildlife. 







 

 The first habitants of Australia were the Aborigines (from 
Southeast Asia) who migrated there at least 40,000 years 

ago.  

 Dutch, Portuguese, and Spanish ships sighted Australia in the 

17th century; the Dutch landed at the Gulf of Carpentaria in 
1606. In 1616 the territory became known as New Holland. 

The British arrived in 1688, but it was not until Captain James 

Cook's voyage in 1770 that Great Britain claimed possession 

of the vast island, calling it New South Wales.  

 



 Australia became known for its liberal legislation: free 

compulsory education, protected trade unionism with 
industrial conciliation and arbitration, the secret ballot, 

women's suffrage, maternity allowances and old-age 

pensions.  
 



 

 Australia is a constitutional monarchy with a federal division 

of powers. It uses a parliamentary system of government with 
Queen Elizabeth II at its apex as the Queen of Australia, a role 

that is distinct from her position in an other monarch. The 

Queen resides in the United Kingdom, and she is represented 

by Governor-General in Australia, who by convention act on 
the advice of her ministers. 

 



 

 The federal government is separated into three branches: 

› The legislature: the bicameral Parliament, defined in section 1 of 

the constitution as comprising the Queen. the Senate, and the 

House of Representatives; 

› The executive: the Federal Executive Council, in practice the 

Governor-General as advised by the Prime Minister and Ministers 

of State; 

› The judiciary: the High Court of Australia and other federal 

courts, whose judges are appointed by the Governor-General 

on advice of the Council. 

 Government House, Canberra, also known as "Yarralumla", is 

the official residence of the Governor-General. 

 



 Within Australian political culture, the Coalition is considered 

centre-right and the Labor Party is considered centre-left. 

Queensland in particular, along with Western Australia and 

the Northern Territory, are regarded as comparatively 

conservative. Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania, and the 

Australian Capital Territory are regarded as comparatively 

socially liberal. New South Wales has often been regarded as 

a politically moderate bellwether state. 



 Language 

 Music 

 Cinema 

 Literature 

 Sports 

 Gastronomy 



 Australia has no official language, but English is the most 

spoken language. 

 The Australian English has a distinctive accent and 

vocabulary.  

 According to the 2011 statistics, 76.8% of people spoke only 

English at home. Other languages spoken at home included 

Mandarin 1.6%, Italian 1.4%, Arabic 1.3%, Cantonese 1.2% 

and Greek 1.2%. 
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 Australian music has an extensive history stretching back to 

the Indigenous and colonial societies. 

 During its early western history, Australia was a collection of 
British colonies, and Australian music was strongly influenced 

by Anglo-Celtic traditions, while classical forms were derived 

from Europe.  

 The contemporary Australian music ranges across a broad 
spectrum of trends, often competing with the US, UK, and 

similar nations - notably in Australian rock and Australian 

country music genres.  



› Notable Australian musicians include:  

› Country music stars: Slim Dusty and John Williamson; 

› Solo artists: John Farnham, Olivia Newton-John, Missy Higgins, Kylie 

Minogue, Guy Sebastian, Delta Goodrem, Sia Furler, Cody Simpson, 

Jessica Mauboy, Havana Brown, Gotye and Tina Arena 

› Pub Rock band: Cold Chisel 

› Folk-rocker: Paul Kelly 

› Dance groups: The Avalanches and Cut Copy 

› Jazz guitarist: Tommy Emmanuel 

› Pioneer rocker: Johnny O'Keefe 

› Global folk-rock band: The Seekers 

› Global rock and pop bands: Men at Work,  The EasyBeats, Air Supply, 

Crowded House, AC/DC, INXS, Little River Band, Nick Cave and the Bad 

Seeds, Midnight Oil, Dragon, Silverchair 

›  Youth Group: You Am I and Powderfinger 

› Pop Rock duo: Savage Garden 

› Pop punk band: 5 Seconds of Summer 

› Alternative music stars: the John Butler Trio, Xavier Rudd, Wolfmother, 

Tame Impala and The Vines.  

 





 

 Commercially successful Australian films have included Paul 
Hogan's "Crocodile" Dundee, Baz Luhrmann's Moulin Rouge! 

and Chris Noonan's Babe.  



 Cinema in Australia began with the first public screenings of 

films in Australia in October 1896, within a year of the world's 

first screening in Paris by Lumière brothers. The first Australian 

exhibition took place at the Athanaeum Hall in Collins Street, 
Melbourne, to provide alternative entertainment for the 

dance hall patrons.  

 The Australian film industry has its beginnings with the 1906 

production of The Story of the Kelly Gang, the earliest feature 

film ever made. Since then, many films have been produced 

in Australia, a number of which have received international 

recognition. Many actors and filmmakers started their careers 

in Australian films, a large number of whom have acquired 

international reputations. 



 During its early Western history, Australia was a collection of 

British colonies, therefore, its literary tradition begins with and 

is linked to the broader tradition of English literature. However, 

the narrative art of Australian writers has, since 1788, 
introduced the character of a new continent into literature-

exploring such themes as Aboriginality, mate ship, 

egalitarianism, democracy, national identity, migration, 

Australia's unique location and geography, the complexities 

of urban living and the "beauty and the terror" of life in the 
Australian bush. 

 



 Notable Australian writers have included the novelists Marcus 

Clarke, Miles Franklin, Christina Stead, Patrick White, David 

Malouf, Thomas Keneally, Morris West, Colleen McCullough 
etc. 

Morris West 



 Sport is an important part of the culture in Australia, with a 

long history in the country dating back to the pre-colonial 

period. Early sports that were played included cricket, 

football, rugby union, horse racing and netball.  

 There are a number of professional sport leagues in Australia, 

including the Australian Football League,  National Rugby 

League, Super Rugby (Rugby union), the A-League and W-

League (Football), ANZ Championship (Netball), the National 

Basketball League, the Women's National Basketball League 

and the Australian Baseball League Cricket Sheffield Shield.  



 Australians eat plenty of meat, mostly lamb and veal. They 

also eat crocodile, buffalo, kangaroo and camel. The 

national dish is a meat pie accompanied by a gravy sauce. 

 Australia has a great variety of fish and seafood. 

 The most popular dessert in Australia is called Pavlova made 

with fruit and meringue. 

 There is also a good variety of tropical fruit, such as mango, 

papaya, pineapple, and guava. 

 Regarding drinks, Australia has good wines, such as Malbec 

and Chardonnay. 



Netball 





 It is the 6th largest country in the world, occupying an entire 

continent of some 7.6 million square kilometers. 

 

 It has the world's 3rd largest ocean territory, spanning three 
oceans and covering around 12 million square kilometers. 

 

 Vegetation covers nearly 7 million square kilometers or 91 

percent of Australia. 

 

 The largest Greek population in the world beside Athens in 

Greece can be found in Melbourne Victoria. 



 Most of Australia's exotic flora and fauna cannot be found 

anywhere else in the world. 

 More than 80 percent of Australians live within 100 kilometers 

of the coast making Australia one of the world's most 

urbanized coastal dwelling populations. 

 The first Australian of the Year award was awarded to 

Professor Macfarlane Burnet who had won the Nobel Prize in 

the same year of 1960 for his groundbreaking physiology 

research. 

 Australia was the second country in the world to give women 

the right to vote in 1902. 
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Australia 

Australia is a southern hemisphere country, located southeast of Asia; It was a 

former British colony independent since 1901. 

Australia is a developed country and one of the wealthiest in the world, with 

the world's 12th-largest economy. In 2012 Australia had the world's fifth-

highest per capita income,[20] Australia's military expenditure is the world's 

13th-largest. With the second-highest human development index globally, 

Australia ranks highly in many international comparisons of national 

performance, such as quality of life, health, education, economic freedom, 

and the protection of civil liberties and political rights.[21] Australia is a 

member of the United Nations, G20, Commonwealth of Nations, ANZUS, 

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), World 

Trade Organization, Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, and the Pacific 

Islands Forum. 

The name Australia is derived from the Latin austral is, meaning "southern". 

Its form of government is a Federal parliamentary constitutional monarchy, 

which summarizing means they have a queen (Elizabeth II), but she does not 

have any real power. Australia “Ruler” is the prime-minister Tony Abbott; he 

occupies the seat since 2013. 

 

 

 

  

2 Australian Flag 
1Australian Coat of Arms 
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History - Brief 
For at least 40,000 years before the first British settlement in the late 18th 

century, Australia was habited by indigenous Australians, who spoke languages 

grouped into roughly 250 language groups. After the European discovery of 

the continent by Dutch explorers in 1606, Australia's eastern half was claimed 

by Great Britain in 1770. On 1 January 1901, the six colonies federated, 

forming the Commonwealth of Australia. 

Government 

Australia is a constitutional monarchy with a federal division of powers. It uses 

parliamentary system of government with Queen Elizabeth II at its apex as the Queen 

of Australia, a role that is distinct from her position as monarch of the other 

Commonwealth realms. The Queen resides in the United Kingdom, and she is 

represented by her viceroys in Australia (the Governor-General at the federal level 

and by the Governors at the state level), who by convention act on the advice of her 

ministers. Supreme executive authority is vested by the Constitution of Australia in 

the sovereign, but the power to exercise it is conferred by the Constitution 

specifically on the Governor-General.  

The federal government is separated into three branches:  

 The legislature: the bicameral Parliament, defined in section 1 of the 

constitution as comprising the Queen (represented by the Governor-

General), the Senate, and the House of Representatives; 

 The executive: the Federal Executive Council, in practice the Governor-

General as advised by the Prime Minister and Ministers of State;[95] 

 The judiciary: the High Court of Australia and other federal courts, 

whose judges are appointed by the Governor-General on advice of the 

Council. 

In the Senate (the upper house), there are 76 senators: twelve each from 

the states and two each from the mainland territories (the Australian Capital 

Territory and the Northern Territory).[96] The House of Representatives (the lower 

house) has 150 members elected from single-member electoral divisions, commonly 

known as "electorates" or "seats", Elections for both chambers are normally held 

every three years, simultaneously; senators have overlapping six-year terms except 

for those from the territories, whose terms are not fixed but are tied to the electoral 

cycle for the lower house; thus only 40 of the 76 places in the Senate are put to each 

election unless the cycle is interrupted by a double dissolution.  
  

3-Tony Abbott, Prime 
Minister of Australia 
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Australian Environment 

Although most of Australia is semi-arid or desert, it includes a diverse range of 

habitats from alpine heaths to tropical rainforests, and is recognised as a mega 

diverse country. Fungi typify that diversity; an estimated 250,000 species—of which 

only 5% have been described—occur in Australia.[179] Because of the continent's great 

age, extremely variable weather patterns, and long-term geographic isolation, much 

of Australia's biota is unique and diverse. About 85% of flowering plants, 84% of 

mammals, more than 45% of birds, and 89% of in-shore, temperate-zone fish 

are endemic.[180]Australia has the greatest number of reptiles of any country, with 

755 species.[181] 

Australian forests are mostly made up of evergreen species, 

particularly eeucalyptus trees in the less arid 

regions, wattles replace them in drier regions and deserts as the 

most dominant species.[182] Among well-known Australian 

animals are the mono trees (the platypus and echidna); a host 

of marsupials, including the kangaroo, koala, and wombat, and 

birds such as the emu and the kookaburra.[182]Australia is home 

to many dangerous animals including some of the most venomous 

snakes in the world.  The dingo was introduced by Austronesian 

people who traded with Indigenous Australians around 

3000 BCE.[184] Many animal and plant species became extinct soon after first human 

settlement,[185] including the Australian mega fauna; others have disappeared since 

European settlement, among them the ethylamine.  

 

5- Black Widow Spider has one of 
the most powerful poisons in the 
world 

  

4The koala and the eucalyptus form an 
iconic Australian pair. 
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History – Extended 
During the 17th century and 18th century European explorers reached Australia. In 

1770 Captain Cook claimed eastern Australia for Britain. He called it New South 

Wales. 

Life was hard for ordinary people in the 18th century and punishments for even minor 

crimes were severe. However as an alternative to hanging prisoners were sometimes 

sentenced to transportation. In the 18th century convicts were transported to 

Virginia and Maryland in what is now the USA. Transportation was a relatively 

humane punishment. At any rate it was better than hanging! 

However after the American War of Independence (1775-1783) this was no longer 

possible and the government began looking for a new destination for transportees. In 

1786 it was decided to send them to Botany Bay. 

Getting rid of undesirable members of society may not have been the sole motive for 

founding a colony in Australia. The British may have hoped to found a naval base in 

the Pacific. They also hoped Australia would be a source of timber and flax. 

Any way on 13 May 1787 a fleet of 11 ships set sail from Portsmouth. On board were 

759 convicts, most of them men with sailors and marines to guard the prisoners. 

Captain Arthur Philip commanded them. With them they took seeds, farm 

implements and livestock and 2 years supply of food. The first colonists came ashore 

at Port Jackson on 26 January 1788. 

At first things were difficult for the colonists and food was short although Phillip sent 

a ship to South Africa for more provisions which returned in May 1789. Food was 

rationed and the rations were anything but generous. However things gradually 

improved. A second fleet arrived in 1790 and a third fleet came in 1791. At first the 

settlers lived in simple wooden huts but later convicts made bricks for houses. 

Captain Phillip left Australia in December 1792. When he returned to England he took 

samples of Australian plants and 

animals. He also took two 

indigenous people. 

At first convicts worked on 

government land for provisions 

but from 1793 those who 

behaved well were freed and 

given grants of land. Also the 

first free settlers arrived in 

1793. Although hopes of growing 

flax in Australia came to nothing 

but whales were hunted in the 

Pacific and seals were hunted in 

the Bass Strait. 

6 Australian Aborigines 
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Australia In The Early 19th Century 
Relatively few new people were sent to Australia during the long wars with France 

from 1793 to 1815 because the war at sea made that difficult. Nevertheless the 

colony continued to grow. The second governor of Australia was John Hunter 1795-

1800. He was followed by Philip King 1800-1806. Under King the first colonists settled 

in Van Diemens Land (Tasmania) in 1803. In 1804 a new settlement was founded at 

Newcastle for convicts who committed a second offence. 

In 1813 Europeans discovered a pass through the Blue Mountains. That enabled them 

to spread inland. Berrima was founded in 1829. Bathurst and Goulburn followed it in 

1833. By 1825 the White population of Australia was about 25,000 while Tasmania 

had a population of about 4,500. Transportation to New South Wales ended in 1840. 

Transportation to Australia ended completely in 1868. Meanwhile the system of 

granting land to people ended in 1831. From then on land in Australia was sold. 

Early Rebellions in Australia 
However all did not go smoothly in Australia at the beginning of the 19th century. In 

March 1804 some Irish convicts led by Philip Cunningham took part in a rebellion at 

Castle Hill. On 4 March they captured a convict station at Parramatta. The next day 

they fought a 'battle' with government soldiers. As a result the rebellion quickly 

collapsed and the ringleaders were hanged. 

A second rebellion, the rum rebellion occurred in 1808. William Bligh, famous captain 

of the Bounty, was made governor in 1806. At that time rum was used as currency in 

Australia. Bligh forbade this. However on 26 January 1808 a group of soldiers led by 

Major George Johnston arrested Bligh. He was held prisoner for over a year until he 

finally agreed to leave Australia. However soon after he set sail Bligh decided to 

return. In 1809 the British government decided to replace Bligh and in 1810 he was 

succeeded by Colonel Macquarie. 

Australia in the Late 19th Century 
In the late 19th century Northern Australia began to grow. Darwin was founded in 

1869. In 1872 an overland telegraph was made from Darwin to Adelaide. Cattle were 

very important to the northern economy. Because of the hot climate there were also 

sugar plantations. 

In 1901 the population of Australia was 3,370,000. The largest city was Melbourne 

with a population of about 420,000. Second was Sydney with about 360,000. Adelaide 

had about 115,000 and Brisbane 86,000. Hobart was much smaller with just 34,000 

people. 

Meanwhile Australia had gained its first universities. Sydney University was founded 

in 1850. It was followed by Melbourne University in 1853 and Adelaide University in 

1874. 

There was also a railway boom in Australia in the late 19th century. Although the 

first railways in Australia were built in the early 1850s there was still only about 

1,600 miles of railway in 1875. By 1891 there was over 10,000 miles of railway. 
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Communications also improved with the invention of the telephone. The first 

telephone call in Australia was made in Melbourne in 1878. Telephone exchanges 

opened in Melbourne and Brisbane, Sydney, Adelaide, Hobart and Launceston and 

Perth. 

However in the 1890s Australia suffered a recession, which was compounded by 

drought in the late 1890s. Not surprisingly immigration fell dramatically during the 

decade. 

On the other hand gold was found in Western Australia in 1882. Another find in 1892 

led to a gold rush. However this time the gold was exploited by large companies 

rather than by lone prospectors. The population of Western Australia boomed as a 

result of the gold rush. 

Australia in the Early 20th Century 
By 1901 the population of Australia was over 3.7 million and it was growing rapidly. 

The population of New South Wales was about 1.4 million. 

At the end of the 19th century the different states agreed to form a federation. So 

the Commonwealth of Australia was formed on 1 January 1901. After 1913 a new 

capital city was built at Canberra. Parliament House in Canberra opened in 1927. 

After 1900 Australia recovered, to some extent, from the recession of the 1890s but 

then came World War I. Then in 1907 a court case ended in the Harvester Judgment 

which said that an unskilled workman should earn at least 7 shillings for an 8 hour 

day. (In other words just enough for a decent standard of living). This became the 

basis of Australia's basic wage. 

However in 1900 bubonic plague struck a number of Australian cities. In Sydney alone 

103 people died. Sydney also suffered an outbreak of smallpox in 1913 but 

fortunately only 4 people died. 

Australia in the First World War 
War was declared in August 1914. The first Australian soldiers left by ship in 

November 1914. They were directed to Egypt. Turkey was Germany's ally and the 

British government had a plan to seize the Dardanelles (the narrow straits leading to 

the Black Sea). That would enable the British and French to open a sea route to their 

ally Russia. It would also knock Turkey out of the war. First they needed to capture 

Gallipoli Peninsula because Turkish guns there controlled the straits. 

In April 1915 the ANZACS (Australian and New Zealand Army Corps) were sent to 

Gallipoli. However they were unable to dislodge the Turks. The Anzacs were 

withdrawn in December 1915 having suffered nearly 8,000 casualties. The Anzacs 

were then sent to the Western Front. Some 60,000 Australian men died in the First 

World War. 
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Australia between the Wars 
In the 1920s immigration from Britain continued and Australia continued to grow. 

Sydney became the first Australian city to have a population of 1 million in 1922. 

Melbourne followed it in 1928. Sydney Harbor Bridge opened in 1932. 

At the end of the 1920s there was industrial unrest in Australia. The waterside 

workers went on strike in 1928-29. They were followed by the timber workers in 1929 

and miners in 1929-1930. 

The first commercial flight in Australia was in 1921 between Geraldton and Derby in 

Western Australia. In 1923 radio broadcasting began in Australia. In 1928 a 

Queenslander named Bert Hinkler (1892-1933) made the first solo flight from Britain 

to Australia. The same year, 1928, the flying doctor service began. 

However in 1929 the depression hit Australia. The economy slumped and 

unemployment rose sharply. By 1932 unemployment in Australia was 29%. However 

after that year things got better and by the late 1930s unemployment had fallen to 

about 10%. 

Australia in the Second World War 
During the Second World War Australia once again joined Britain in fighting Germany. 

In 1940 Anzacs were sent to North Africa where they played a vital role. However 

when Japan entered the war in December 1942 Australia herself was in danger. When 

Singapore fell in February 1942 16,000 Australians were captured. Then in February 

1942 the Japanese began air raids on Darwin. These continued until November 1943. 

On May 31 1942 3 Japanese Midget submarines entered Sydney Harbor. One of them 

managed to sink a store ship; HMAS Kuttabul with the loss of 21 lives. Meanwhile in 

September 1942 Australians fought in New Guinea and pushed back the Japanese 

army. For the rest of World War II Australians fought under the command of Douglas 

Macarthur. Some 37,000 Australians died in the Second World War. 

Sydney Opera House 

The Sydney Opera House is a multi-

venue performing arts centre in Sydney, 

New South Wales, Australia. Situated on 

Bennelong Point in Sydney Harbor, the 

facility formally opened on 20 October 

1973.  
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Australia in the Late 20th Century 
After 1945 the Australian economy boomed. In the 1950s and 1960s there was full 

employment and affluence. Meanwhile The Australian National University was 

founded in 1946. 

The School of the Air began in the Alice Springs area in 1951 and television began in 

Australia in 1956. Sydney Opera House, a symbol of modern Australia, opened in 

1973. 

In the late 1940s 'displaced people' left homeless after the war in Europe were 

welcome in Australia. However Asians were not. Those Asians who had fled to 

Australia during the war were deported. Arthur Caldwell, Minister for Immigration 

said: 'Two Wongs do not make a white'. However in the 1960s immigration policy 

changed and many Asian immigrants came in the 1970s and 1980s. There were also 

many immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe. 

There were many immigrants from Britain after 1945. Nevertheless links with Britain 

weakened. In 1949 the National Citizenship Act made Australians no longer citizens 

of the UK and colonies but citizens of Australia. Finally in 1982 all appeals to the 

British courts were ended. The High Court Of Australia was made the highest court of 

appeal. 

Meanwhile in 1957 a trade treaty was made with Japan and links with Asia became 

more important. 

Treatment of Indigenous Australians improved. From 1959 Indigenous Australians 

were allowed welfare benefits and after 1962 they were allowed to vote. In 1971 

Indigenous Australians were included in the census for the first time. 

The Mabo Judgment 

A turning point in Australian history came in 1992 with the Mabo Judgment. Indigenous 

Australians claimed that the island of Mer belonged to them and not to the crown. A court 

finally overturned the doctrine of 'terra nullius', the idea that Australia did not belong to 

anybody when the Europeans arrived. In 1993 the government passed the Native Title Bill to 

clarify rights to ownership of land. However in 1993 came the Wik judgment, which said that 

even in the Queensland government leased land to pastoralists the Indigenous Australians still 

had some right to use the land as long as they did not interfere with the pastoralists activities. 

In 1998 the government was forced to amend the 1993 Native Title Act. As a symbol of 

reconciliation between the different peoples of Australia, over 250,000 people walked across 

Sydney Harbor Bridge on 28 May 2000. 
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Curiosities  
Australian Sheep 

In 1797 Merino sheep were brought to Australia. The number of sheep in 

Australia quickly boomed. There was a huge demand for their wool in 

England. By 1820 there were 100,000 sheep in Australia. By 1830 the figure 

had reached 1 million. There were 1 million sheep in Tasmania. By 1850 there 

were 13 million sheep in New South Wales. By 1850 half of all wool woven in 

Britain came from Australia/Tasmania. 

The 1851 Gold Rush 

In 1851 there was a gold rush in Victoria. The result was a huge influx of new settlers into 

Australia. From 430,000 in 1851 the population of Australia rose to 1.2 million in 1861. In 1861 

Melbourne was the largest city with a population of about 125,000. Sydney had about 100,000 

people. 

The Eureka Rebellion 

Meanwhile the 1854 Eureka Rebellion occurred. The government introduced licenses for gold 

miners. This was much resented especially when the price was raised and the police carried 

out 'hunts' to find license dodgers. The miners claimed the authorities were corrupt and unfair. 

Resentment grew and on 17 October 1854 the Eureka Hotel was burned. Then on 29 

November 1854 miners held a meeting under a new flag, the 'Eureka Flag'. They were led by 

an Irishman named Peter Lalor (1827-1889). The men swore an oath to defend their rights and 

liberties. They demanded not just an end to the licenses but also political reform. On 2 

December 1854 they erected a stockade at Eureka Lead. 

However during the early morning of 3 December 1854 soldiers and police attacked the 

stockade. The exact number of people killed is not known but it was about 30. Following the 

'battle' 120 men were captured and 13 were sent to trial but all were acquitted. Despite the 

collapse of the rebellion all the demands of the rebels were met. Licenses were abolished. The 

Eureka Rebellion entered Australian folklore as a fight for liberty. In 1998 a Eureka Stockade 

Centre opened to commemorate the event. 

 


