
BELARUS 



HISTORY 

• Until the 20th century, the lands of modern-day Belarus belonged to several countries, 
including the Principality of Polotsk, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the Polish–Lithuanian 
Commonwealth, and the Russian Empire. In the aftermath of the Russian Revolution, 
Belarus declared independence as the Belarusian People's Republic, succeeded by the 
Socialist Soviet Republic of Byelorussia, which became a founding constituent republic of 
the Soviet Union and was renamed as the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic (BSSR). 
Much of the borders of Belarus took their modern shape in 1939 when some lands of the 
Second Polish Republic were incorporated into it after the  Soviet invasion of Poland and 
were finalized after World War II.The nation and its territory were devastated in World 
War II, during which Belarus lost about a third of its population and more than half of its 
economic resources.] The republic was redeveloped in the post-war years. In 1945, 
Belarus became a founding member of the United Nations, along with the Soviet Union and 
the Ukrainian SSR. 



GEOGRAPHY 

• Belarus lies between latitudes 51° and 57° N, and longitudes 23° and 33° E. Its extension 
from north to south is 560 km (350 mi), from west to east is 650 km (400 mi). It is 
landlocked, relatively flat, and contains large tracts of marshy land.According to a 2005 
estimate by the United Nations, 40% of Belarus is covered by forests.Many streams and 
11,000 lakes are found in Belarus.Three major rivers run through the country: the Neman, 
the Pripyat, and the Dnieper. The Neman flows westward towards the Baltic sea and the 
Pripyat flows eastward to the Dnieper; the Dnieper flows southward towards the Black 
Sea. 



GOVERNAMENTAL AND POLITICS 

Belarus is a presidential republic, governed by a president and the National Assembly. The term 
for each presidency is five years. Under the 1994 constitution, the president could serve for only 
two terms as president, but a changey in the constitution in 2004 eliminated term 
limits.Alexander Lukashenko has been the president of Belarus since 1994. In 1996, Lukashenko 
called for a controversial vote to extend the presidential term from five to seven years, and as a 
result the election that was supposed to occur in 1999 was pushed back to 2001. The referendum 
on the extension was denounced as a "fantastic" fake by the chief electoral officer, Viktar 
Hanchar, who was removed from office during the campaign. The National Assembly is a 
bicameral parliament comprising the 110-member House of Representatives (the lower house) and 
the 64-member Council of the Republic (the upper house). 



CULTURE 

Language  belarusian, russian 

Gastronomy Belarusian cuisine consists mainly 
of vegetables, meat ( pork), and 
bread.  

Music Folk and religious music 

Sports Ice hockey, football 

Religion Orthodoxy 



CURIOSITY 

Belarus is divide disto six 
regions 

Dress of belarus 

Day of independence 
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