


History of Belgium 
   
        Belgium occupies part of the Roman province of Belgica, named 

after the Belgae, a people of ancient Gaul. The area was 
conquered by Julius Caesar in 57–50 B.C. , then was overrun by 
the Franks in the 5th century A.D . In the 15th century, most of 
the Low Countries (currently the Netherlands, Belgium, and 
Luxembourg)  have been inherited by Emperor Charles V. When 
the latter abdicated in 1555, the territories went to his son 
Philippe II, king of Spain. While the northern part, now the 
Netherlands, gained its independence in the following decades, 
the southern part remained under Spanish control until 1713, 
when it was transferred to Austria. During the wars that followed 
the French Revolution, Belgium was occupied and later annexed to 
France. But with the downfall of Napoléon, the Congress of Vienna 
in 1815 reunited the Low Countries under the rule of the king of 
Holland. In 1830, Belgium rebelled against Dutch rule and 
declared independence, which was approved by Europe at the 
London Conference of 1830–1831. 

The independence… 



    Germany's invasion of Belgium in 1914 set off World War I. 
The Treaty of Versailles (1919) gave the areas of Eupen, 
Malmédy, and Moresnet to Belgium. Leopold III succeeded 
Albert, king during World War I, in 1934. In World War II, 
Belgium was overwhelmed by Nazi Germany, and Leopold III was 
held prisoner. When he returned at the government’s invitation 
in 1950 after a narrowly favorable referendum, riots broke out 
in several cities. He abdicated on July 16, 1951, and his son, 
Baudouin, became king. 

 

First and second World War… 

 



 

Brussels, the capital of EU… 

     Since 1958, when the European Economic Community was 
born in Brussels, the capital, has gradually established 
itself as the capital of what has now become the European 
Union (EU), a role that became official in December 2000, 
when the European Council of heads of government agreed 
to make all its regular meetings in Brussels. 

   This culminated in the revised constitution of 1994 
transformed Belgium into a federal state with significant 
autonomy. 

 



Geography… Europe 
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Belgium is a federal state located in Western Europe, 
bordering the North Sea. Belgium shares borders 
with France ,Germany , Luxembourg  and the 
Netherlands . Belgium comprises the regions of 
Flanders, Wallonia and Brussels.   
 



 Belgium’s landscape varies widely: 67 kilometres 
of seacoast and flat coastal plains along the North Sea, 
a central plateau and the rolling hills and forests of the 
Ardennes region in the southeast… 
 

Landscapes  



   Belgium is governed under the constitution of 1831 that 
as amended in 1993 established a federal state. Its 
government is a federal parliamentary democracy with a 
constitutional monarchy. The head of state is the 
hereditary monarch; the head of government is the prime 
minister. There is a bicameral Parliament with a 
71-member Senate and a 150-seat Chamber of 
Representatives (or Chamber of Deputies). Political 
divisions fall into three main groups—Democrats, 
Liberals, and Socialists—each of these again divided into 
political parties constituted along linguistic lines 

Government and  politics 



Culture 
    Belgium is not a homogeneous country with one national 
identity. As such, it is therefore difficult to give a 
general overview that applies to all Belgians. Each area will 
have its own particularities like the language. The three 
predominant cultures and languages in Belgium are:  in 
north, Flanders - primarily Dutch, in the south, Wallonia - 
primarily French and  the northeast - primarily German 
influenced but there are brief aspects that are applicable 
to all areas such as… 
 



Music… 
Tomorrowland that is the best music event in the world.    

 



Literature… 
   

 Belgium´s literature is old and very famous like: 

 

1. “Lion de Flandres”published in 1838 by Hendrik 
Conscience 

2. “ Les Aventures ” glorieuses d'Ulenspiegel et de Lamme 
Goedzak au pays des Flandres et ailleurs ´´ written by 
de Charles de Coster (1827-1879) 

3. “Une très petite surface ”  by Nicolas Ancion (1971) 



 
In Belgium sports are very important and the most 
famous are: 

 
1. Football  
2. Tennis 
3. Field Hockey 

Sports… 



Grastronomy… 
The grastronomy is very famous  
Because of: 
  
1. Waffel 
2. Chocolate 
3. Cheese and lately foie gras  



Curiosities… 

•There are over 800 kinds of beers made in Belgium; 
 
•Belgians consume in average 150 liters of beer per person 
per year; 
 
•European's tallest man is Belgian;  
•Belgium became the world's first country to ban cluster 
bombs, and second to ban forced marriages in 2006; 
•Belgium produces 220,000 tons of chocolate per year. 
That’s about 22kg of chocolate per person in Belgium; 
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